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Amanda to see how much education they may 

have had.  Flick went very well, was calm and 

responded positively to 

Amanda's encourage-

ment.  Chance (pictured 

here) was a bit more 

reticent and nervy, but 

by the end of the session 

had made some good 

progress.  

 

Our landlord and his helpers are working on 

finishing the retaining wall to the arena so at 

some stage we're hoping to have it fenced.  Mean-

while, our recently acquired round yard is being 

put to good use.  

Finally we are getting some rain.  The grass is green 

and the dams are filling up. The horses are losing 

their winter coats and 

are looking very sleek.  

Some of them have 

taken to splashing 

around in the dams.   

Our trainer, Amanda 

Wilson, is back work-

ing with our horses.  

Ranger has turned out to be a wonderful riding 

horse.  Scruffy is also scheduled for training over 

the next couple of weeks. 

Chance and Flick had an assessment done by 

All I want for Christmas is…………. but remember,  a horse is 

for life,  not just for Christmas. 
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News from the Yard 
This newsletter has been created especially and exclusively for our valued HRA members. We 
hope you enjoy reading it. If you have any feedback, suggestions or contributions please email 
news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au  
Produced quarterly in spring, summer, autumn and winter—contributions deadlines are 1st 
August, 1st November, 1st February and 1st May. 

News from our North Richmond property. 
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By volunteer & former committee member Michelle Hubbard 

“I hadn’t been to a vollie day in a while and it warmed 
my heart to see folks, some new and mostly regulars, 
give up their precious Sunday to help out at HRA.  We 
cleaned the paddocks, groomed the horses and a couple 
of very capable people erected 2 round yards (one in 
the sand arena and one in the big paddock), which was 
a huge help to Anne the Caretaker.  We had a break 
for a cuppa and then back to work.  I think the horses 
enjoyed being fussed over and having their winter coats 
brushed out.....there was hair flying everywhere!  Hope 
to see you all at the next one on 2nd December.” 

Many thanks go to all those who come along and pull weeds, pick up manure, groom horses and help out 

in whatever way they can. Your enthusiasm and dedication to HRA is very much appreciated.   

By Rona Parker 

HR Bobbie, an eighteen year old grey Arab gelding of approximately fifteen hands, was adopted by me on 

11/11/1998. 

Bobbie shared his life with me along with his paddock mate, JR, a quarter horse half his age.  With gentle 

instruction in Natural Horsemanship by Mark Rodney, I had the joy of riding Bobbie with a hackamore.  

He would never tolerate a bridle and bit and hated men - perhaps the large facial scars were from early 

abuse.  Bobbie and JR were inseparable and, with my daughter, we shared many adventures with our 

treasured horses. 

Both Bobbie and JR have now departed life.  Both horses were well loved and given every care.  How we 

miss them both. 

My sincere thanks to Horse Rescue for the wonderful work done for our equine friends. 

Vale HR ‘Bobbie’ and his mate JR 

Have you adopted 

one of our rescue 

horses? 

We’d love to hear 

how he/she is 

going and see a 

recent photo to 

share with other 

members! 

As you can see the gorgeous Dot is a stunning 

mare. She’s an 18 year old Cleveland Bay X 

Thoroughbred who came to us from UWS’s 

equine education unit. At 16hh she’s a pretty 

tall girl. Dot is friendly and  fairly good to 

handle but will occasionally require a firm 

hand so someone experienced with horses 

would be best. She does suffer from feet issues 

so requires a close eye be kept on them by the 

farrier. If you’re looking for a companion for 

you or your horse please consider adopting 

Dot. 

Feature horse of the month for December is Dot! 
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Last 2018  

volunteer day & 

Xmas party Sunday 

2nd December 

October volunteer day. 

https://www.horserescueaustralia.org.au/how-you-can-help/volunteer/


 

It’s fire season again and we should 
all have a bush fire survival plan, 
not just for ourselves but for our 
horses. Unlike cats and dogs we 
can’t just pop them in the car and 
take them with us! Put out by the 
NSW Rural Fire Services this informa-
tive 12 page booklet will give you 
everything needed to make prepara-
tions, how to act during a fire, right 
through to immediate first aid for 
your horse after a fire.   

Membership entitles you to receive these exclusive, full colour newsletters, whilst helping us 
with the ongoing care of the horses. The steady income provided by membership funds helps to 
ensure that HRA can continue to function. HRA has not increased its membership fees in over 
10 years! 
 
Individual 1 year  $40 
Individual 2 years $75 
Individual 3 years $110 
Individual Lifetime $400 
Family $60 
Group membership $100 

Prepare your horse/s for bushfire. 

Membership 

Sponsorship  

Sponsorship is a great way to help us care for the horses here at HRA.  You 
don’t have to be a member to sponsor the horses and it’s tax deductible. You 
can select your favourite horse to sponsor and can follow our recommended 
sponsorship levels or choose your own amount and payment schedule.  

Maintenance sponsorship $25/mth for horses who have been through rehab 
and just require day to day feeding and maintenance. 

Extra care sponsorship $50/mth for horses who are in rehab and need some 
extra care by way of dietary supplements, specialist farriery care or training. 

Special needs sponsorship $75/mth for horses who are in rehab and have spe-
cial needs such as ongoing dental issues, medical problems that require veteri-
nary attention or equine body work/massage.   
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Many thanks to 

our lifetime 

members and to 

those members who 

continue to renew 

each year. Your 

contribution is 

invaluable.  

Still great 

value! 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/9453/Prepare-your-horse-for-bush-fire.pdf
https://www.horserescueaustralia.org.au/how-you-can-help/sponsorship/
C:/Users/Joanne/Documents/HRA/HRA Newsletters/Prepare-your-horse-for-bush-fire-1.pdf
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“Brandy” By Meredith Shipway 

It says on the HR Website that I adopted Brandy, well, I think it was actually a case of we adopted each other!!  After leaving Rescue 

she settled very quickly into her new home in Arcadia.  She loves people and keeping an eye on what is happening around her – par-

ticularly me.  I know she knows exactly where I am at any time I’m visiting!  She and my boy have met and get on very well bu t they 

are in separate paddocks so they each have their own space!  

Even though I can only see “the kids” on days I’m not at work, she gets plenty of attention.  She is very happy being rugged and has 

adapted well to a flyveil on for the summer.  I now also have a lot of pink grooming tack! 

Unfortunately, due to health issues, I haven’t been able to do any ground work with her as yet but I don’t think she minds as, as men-
tioned, she gets plenty of attention and treats!!  She loves hugs and particularly loves apples and apple liquorice (in moderation only!).  
She is a very, very beautiful and intelligent girl and has a really lovely personality – I am very, very fortunate! 

Farewell to HR Rosco 

Rosco came to Horse Rescue in 2016.  He was a 14 year old bay thoroughbred who had raced.  He quickly became a favourite with his 

sweet nature.  He underwent training and turned out to be an excellent riding horse.  He was quickly adopted by Brittany who devel-

oped a special bond with him.  Unfortunately, Rosco passed away last month due to a medical condition.  Our thoughts are with Brit-

tany at this sad time. 
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Meet Chester... who is a lovely old boy who came to us a few month’s ago. He was found as a stray by Liverpool 

Council and impounded back in February. The council kindly had a vet attend to assess Chester’s health status. He was highly ema-

ciated, with dreadful rain rot and suffering from severe life threatening laminitis. The vet X-rayed his sore feet, which were then 

trimmed by a farrier and bandaged to make him more comfortable. The  RSPCA were contacted to investigate his situation, but 

unfortunately his owner couldn’t be located so he was surrendered to HRA for his ongoing care and rehabilitation. Due to the ongo-

ing investigation we haven’t been able to share his story until now. 

Chester initially spent some time at a specialist bare foot trimmer where he could be attended to daily and trimmed regularly. Once 

his feet were more settled he came to our property, but because of the hilly nature of our land we’ve since moved him to flatter land 

where his feet will be less stressed. He has put on weight, but with laminitis its always a juggle between too many sugars and too 

much weight exacerbating the problem. Chester will never be “cured” but while he’s happy and comfortable he has a home with us. 

Events calendar for 2019 

Date Event 

  

3rd February Volunteer Day 

17th March Volunteer Day 

28th April Volunteer Day 

19th May Gear Sale 

9th June Volunteer Day 

14th-30th June Winter Appeal 

21st July Volunteer Day 

1st September Volunteer Day 

15th September Open Day 

13th October Volunteer Day 

5th-12th November Melbourne Cup Appeal 

8th December Volunteer Day and Christmas Party 

11th-25th December Christmas Appeal 



 

Resident horses—all the redheads! 

 

Red is a chestnut thoroughbred gelding who is 

approximately 28 years old and about 16hh. He is 
good to handle, easy to float, lead and trim.  Red 
has nerve damage to his hind legs which will never 
be repaired.  He has a funky step when he trots and 
canters but doesn’t 
seem to be suffering 
with any pain.  Red 
was apparently used 
for pleasure riding, 
however, he would 
now only be suitable 
as a companion 
horse. 

 

Freckles is a red roan pony in her early 

teens, about 13 hh.  She is doing really well with 
her training. We think she was broken in, as she 

has had saddle and 
rider on and coped 
really well.  She is very 
unsure when the 
farrier is dealing with 
her, which is still 
requiring more work.  
She would make a 
wonderful pony to 
the right person who 
wanted to put the 
work into her. 

“Once in his 

life every 

man is 

entitled to 

fall madly in 

love with a 

gorgeous 

redhead.” 

Lucille Ball 

Chester is a TB type chestnut gelding who 

was found straying 

and impounded by 

the council. He was 

suffering from se-

verely neglected feet 

resulting in lamini-

tis and has required 

intensive, ongoing 

treatment of his feet 

to make him com-

fortable. He will be 

in rehab for some 

time to come. 
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Lexi is a chestnut mare, 15 hh and estimated 

about 12 years old.  She’s a nice mare, kind and 
loving, but can be uncer-
tain at times.  She has 
been progressing with 
handling and training 
and is improving all the 
time.  She now likes to 
be groomed and fussed 
over, especially by her 
admiring sponsors!  She 
is still very nervous in 
confined situations like 
horse floats and would 
need focussed training to 
overcome this issue.  

Astrid is an 18 year old thoroughbred mare, 
about 15.2hh.  She 
raced as a younger 
horse, but wasn't 
quite fast enough.  
Her owner surren-
dered her to HRA.  
Astrid is a nice 
mare, easy to catch 
and handle. In Nov 
2017 Astrid had a 
riding assessment, 
but due to a hip 
problem she is 
being offered for 
adoption as a com-
panion only.  

Eve is in her early teens and about 12hh.  She 

has been going well with 
her training and is get-
ting easier to catch and is 
pretty good to handle 
once caught. Eve is not 
very sure about the sad-
dle stuff so we don’t 
think she was broken in. 
She is quite a nervous 
pony who would need a 
very experienced person 
to work with her with 
patience, but she has 
potential for the right 
person.  



 

And now for the bays (and browns).......... 

 

Scruffy is a bay thoroughbred gelding who is 

approximately 17hh and 11 years old. Scruffy is 
quiet and amenable when not stressed, however, 
can become agitated and difficult to handle when 
stressed. He is gaining more confidence in himself 
and has settled down a great deal. He is much hap-
pier these days and a lot 
more friendly. He has 
undergone a riding assess-
ment and is very good 
under saddle. He is slowly 
getting more work and 
will make someone a great 
riding horse with time 
and patience. Unfortu-
nately, he does windsuck. 

Bella is a 20+ year old brown, appaloosa mare, 

about 14.2hh.  She was used as a demo horse at 
UWS Richmond's Equine Unit. She is much easier 
to catch and handle than when she first arrived and 
is quite a dear old thing.  We suspect she may be 
suffering from Cushings but it is not causing her 
concern at this stage. She would be suitable as a 
companion. 

Clancy and 

Ranger were 

abandoned to fend 

for themselves in a 

paddock for three 

years! 

Gladly, some 

lovely people 

alerted us to their 

plight and we were 

able to get them to 

safety. 

Ranger is a bay Standardbred gelding approx 

15 years old and 15.3 hh.  Abandoned for 3 years, 

since coming into 

care he has had his 

feet and teeth done 

and a few training 

sessions where he is 

proving he has been 

broken in and rid-

den in the past.  He 

doesn’t know how 

to canter as yet, 

looks like the 

“trotter” is very well 

ingrained in him, 

but he is careful with his rider and ensures they are 

not thrown around at all with his funky gait.  
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Clancy is a bay gelding approximately 15 

years old and 15.3 hh.  We have no idea of his 
breeding. Abandoned for 3 years, since coming 
into care he has had his feet and teeth done and 
a few training sessions where he is learning to 
trust people. Clancy has issues when he is 
touched around his head and neck, which we 
suspect is due to obvious nerve damage in his 
neck. He is okay once he knows you are aren’t 
going to hurt him. We would suggest he would 
not be a good riding prospect, although he has 
apparently been a riding horse in the past.   

Velvet is an 18 year old Standardbred mare, 

approximately 16hh.  She is unbroken but a real 

sweetheart; good to handle and very friendly.  

Velvet gets the itch so she is kept rugged. For this 

reason a home away from the coast would be 

best. 

Dot is a 18 year old dark brown Cleveland 

Bay x thoroughbred mare, about 16hh. She has 
been used as a demo horse at UWS Richmond's 
Equine Unit. She is okay to catch, worm and 
farrier. Dot would be best suited as a companion.  
She needs an experienced handler. 



 

And our most recent arrivals.......... 

Chance is a 14 year old, 15hh stock horse 

gelding, who was broken in as a 10 year old but has 
had no work since. We’re told with the right per-
son, he is easy to catch, trim, worm and has great 
feet. He is apparently very wary of men until he gets 
to know them, can spook easily and sometimes 
pulls when tied. His owner did a lot of ground 
work with him, 
using mostly the 
S t e v e  B r a d y 
method.  We will 
have our trainer 
come and work 
with Chance to 
assess where he is 
at and how best 
to move forward. 

Darcy aka Zardi is a 25 year old regis-

tered bay Arabian gelding who HRA adopted out 

as a youngster and was returned when his elderly 

carers were finding it difficult to continue provid-

ing for his needs. He is an easy going fellow who is 

pretty good to handle although a bit of a Houdini 

with fences!  We are looking for a home with 

a n o t h e r 

horse/s for 

Darcy to live 

out his twi-

light years. 
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Zal is a lovely BIG 14 year old brown thor-

oughbred gelding who went to a local adoptive 

home for about 3 years and returned to HRA in 

June 2018.  He suffers from a head tilt due to a 

previous injury so is not ridable but would make a 

fabulous companion 

for someone’s riding 

horse. He is easy to 

catch and OK to han-

dle, but not super 

quiet and can be a 

little pushy on the 

ground so is not for 

beginners.  

Flick is a 16 year old, 15hh flea bitten grey 

stockhorse mare who was broken in as a 2 year old 
but was only ridden occasionally in a yard for a 
couple of years. She is easy to catch in a small yard 
but in a large paddock is apparently very difficult. 
We’re told she has a lovely nature and will stand 
all day to be brushed & even kids can do all 4 feet. 

Easy to trim & worm 
and has not had a 
rug on in 10yrs. Flick 
has issues with her 
feet when over 
weight. We will have 
our trainer come out 
to assess Flick and 
see where her future 
lies. 

Thanks to our 

wonderful sup-

porters Flick, 

Chance and 

Darcy all have 

sponsors now! 

Big boy Zal is 

still in need of 

sponsorship to 

help cover his 

costs while he 

waits for just the 

right person to 

come along and 

fall in love.  

Happily all our 

little   ponies 

have new 

homes where 

they will no 

doubt be 

spoiled this 

Christmas! 



 

Reprinted with the kind permission of the International Society of Equitation Science (ISES) Media release 13 th Oct 2018 
 

Licking and chewing – submission or stress?  

 
Horses sometimes lick and chew during training and this has often been interpreted as a sign that the horse is learning or showing 
‘submission’ to the trainer. However, a new study suggests that this non-nutritive licking and chewing behaviour is a natural behaviour that 
is shown after a stressful situation. 
 
To gain insight into the function of licking and non-nutritive chewing behaviour in horses, a team of equine scientists from the Norwegian Uni-
versity of Life Sciences observed the social behaviour of feral horses under natural conditions. M.Sc. Margrete Lie and Prof. Ruth Newberry 
spent 80 hours observing feral horse herds in Ecuador and collected data on 202 sequences of behaviour when licking and chewing behaviour 
occurred. Margrete Lie presented her findings at the 14th International Society of Equitation Science (ISES) conference in Rome last week. The 
team wanted to investigate whether non-nutritive chewing was performed to signal submission to another horse and also to study whether horses 
performed the behaviour in between stressed and calm situations. 
 
To find out whether non-nutritive chewing was performed to signal submission the researchers tested the idea that when one horse (the aggres-
sor) approached another horse (the recipient) in a threatening manner, the recipient but not the aggressor would perform the behaviour. The 
team observed and recorded different behavioural sequences that involved aggressive interactions (for example if one horse herded or threatened 
another) and recorded whether the chewing behaviour was performed by either horse. The results were fascinating: the team found that the 
chewing behaviour was performed by both the approaching and the recipient horses. Non-nutritive chewing was actually performed more often 
by the aggressor than the recipient refuting the assumption this behaviour is a submissive signal. 
 

 
 
The researchers also investigated whether non-nutritive 
chewing occurred between tense and relaxed situations. 
When observing the horses’ behavioural sequences, they 
found that the majority of the behaviours before chewing 
were tense and the majority of behaviours after chewing 
were relaxed. The chewing behaviour occurred when the 
horses transitioned from a 
tense to a relaxed state. The researchers concluded that 
chewing could be associated with a switch from a dry 
mouth caused by stress (sympathetic arousal) to salivation 
associated with relaxation (parasympathetic activity). The 
results of this study suggest that non-nutritive chewing was 
not used as a submissive signal by horses in the contexts 
observed, but it occurred after a 
tense situation, likely as a response to a dry mouth. 
 
 
 

 
The research team acknowledge that further research is required to measure the stress responses associated with non-nutritive chewing. How-
ever, this study does highlight that licking and chewing likely occurs after a stressful situation and may be used as a behavioural indicator that the 
previous situation was perceived as stressful by the horse. 
To view the ISES position statement on the use/misuse of leadership and dominance concepts in horse training please visit: 
https://equitationscience.com/equitation/position-statement-on-the-usemisuse- of-leadership-and-dominance-concepts-in-horse-training). 
 
 
From researcher Margrete Lie: 
“We looked at feral horses living with as little human interference as possible to see how they behaved in their natural habi tat. It was important 
to look at completely natural behaviour and therefore we wanted to see horses living without restriction. These horses were l iving in a 334 km2 
national park, and in the area we observed there were a little under 200 horses. No stallions had been removed from the population as is so 
common in domestic horses.” 
“It was interesting to see how often the horses performed the chewing behaviour and also how clear it was that all individuals did chew – not 
only ‘submissive’ individuals.” 
“The study showed that the horses were chewing between calm and relaxed situations, but it does not say if chewing comes as a  response to relax-
ing or if chewing helps them to relax. To able to look at this more closely I believe a more controlled study with stress measurements is needed.” 
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Liam Neeson and Russell Crowe claim horses recognise them 
from movie to movie 

By Dan Colasimone from ABC Online (published 10/10/18) 
 
 

 
Photo: Liam Neeson may have befriended the horse on the set of A Million Ways to Die in the West. (IMDB)  

Dramatic-actor-turned-action-star Liam Neeson claims a horse he worked with on his latest film recognised him from a previous gig, 
with Russell Crowe backing up the story. 
The ruggedly handsome Northern Irishman, who forged his reputation on powerful performances in movies such as Schindler's List 
and Michael Collins before more recently reinventing himself as an ageing action hero, said at the New York Film Festival that his 
equine co-star in The Ballad of Buster Scruggs knew him from a Western they once worked on together. "I play a travelling impresa-
rio. We filmed in New Mexico. The odd thing is the horse who pulls my wagon knew me," he told Page Six.  
Neeson said he made an impression on the horse through his kindness on an earlier film, possibly 2014's A Million Ways to Die in 
the West or, at a stretch, 2006's Seraphim Falls. "You won't believe it. I'm saying this horse knew me. He actually remembered me 
from another Western we made a while back," revealed Neeson. 
"I love animals. When we worked together before, I took special care of him. I fed him treats. Gave him apples." Neeson did not 
reveal the name of the horse, but said he knew it knew was him by the way it greeted him. "He whinnied when he saw me, and 
pawed the ground," he said, describing what many would consider to be standard horse behaviour.  
 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/dan-colasimone/6476504
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/liam-neeson-in-a-million-ways-to-die-in-the-west/10358866
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/liam-neeson-in-a-million-ways-to-die-in-the-west/10358866
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/russell-crowe-riding-a-horse-in-robin-hood/10359502
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Photo: Russell Crowe said on Twitter that a couple of horses remembered him from previous films. (Supplied: IMDB)  
Crowe backed up Neeson's story on Twitter, saying he was lifelong friends with horses called George and Rusty. 
Whether you believe the 66-year-old Neeson or think he may have spent too long playing make believe, there is no doubting Holly-
wood has a long history of fomenting relationships between its stars and their steeds. 

 
Photo: James Stewart co-starred with Pie in 17 films. (IMDB) 

 
Legendary actor James Stewart appeared with his favourite horse Pie in 17 Westerns. According to Stewart, Pie was "one of the best 
co-stars I ever had" and would "act for the cameras when they were rolling". "He was a ham of a horse," he said.  
When Pie died in 1970, Stewart had him buried at his California ranch. 
 

 
Photo: Viggo Mortensen ended up purchasing his favourite version of Hidalgo, TJ. (Supplied: IMDB)  

Argentinian-American heartthrob Viggo Mortensen actually published a book of photographs called The Horse is Good.  
In an interview with AMC TV, he said: "As far as getting along with the horse, the same rules apply anywhere, with any horse,  to 
some degree. "Every horse is different, and even the same horse is different on any given day," he said. "But if you show them a cer-
tain respect, and you don't try to force them to do things, you end up getting better results, and — on a practical level — it will make 
shooting a movie that requires you to actually be riding a horse easier." 
 
Mortensen rode a bit in the Lord of the Rings trilogy, but really got to practise his childhood talent on horsey movie Hidalgo. He 
ended up buying two of the horses he rode in Lord of the Rings, and his favourite version of the five that played Hidalgo, called TJ. 
"I had no intention of buying a horse off of this movie. But with TJ he was … I don't know, I just got to really, really like  him. He's 
got such a unique, strong personality." 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/russell-crowe-riding-a-horse-in-robin-hood/10359502
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/james-stewart-in-a-bend-in-the-river/10358932
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/viggo-mortensen-in-hidalgo/10359034
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/james-stewart-in-a-bend-in-the-river/10358932
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/viggo-mortensen-in-hidalgo/10359034


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Photo: John Wayne famously hated riding horses. (IMDB)  

 
Iconic Western star John Wayne did not actually like horses, according to a biography written by Garry Wills, and would only ride while filming. 
He did, however, develop a special bond with a sorrel gelding called Dollor, and liked it so much he signed an exclusive rights contract with its 
owner, the Dick Webb Movie Company.  
Dollor featured in movies such as Big Jake and True Grit, and was even mentioned by its real name in The Shootist. Dollor died at the age of 27 
in 1995, and was reportedly stuffed. 
 
 

 

 
Photo: A 12-year-old Elizabeth Taylor was the only one on set who got along with King Charles. (Supplied: IMDB)  

 
Elizabeth Taylor may have had numerous husbands but there was only one horse for her: King Charles. She knew the horse from her country 
club and personally chose him to be her co-star on National Velvet. The horse was apparently a massive pain on set, biting crew members and 
such, but it did respond well to a 12-year-old Taylor. 
She was gifted the horse for her 13th birthday and kept him at her California stables for years. 
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/john-wayne-and-horse/10359018
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/elizabeth-taylor-and-horse-in-national-velvet/10359064
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/john-wayne-and-horse/10359018
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-10/elizabeth-taylor-and-horse-in-national-velvet/10359064


 

 

adoption as riding horses and then we must also 

match the level of riding experience required for 

that horse, with the level of experience of the pro-

spective adopter. 

If you are interested in adopt-

ing please come to one of our 

volunteer days and meet the 

horses first hand. That way 

you can not only get a feel for 

their different natures, but 

also discuss your  situation with our adoption coor-

dinator and horse caretaker, Anne Bailey.  

Due to the fact that the horses and ponies we take 

in have been abused, abandoned or neglected, 

most have some degree of trauma associated with 

their past experiences. For 

that reason we are extra care-

ful to match just the right 

horse with just the right 

person. We have a duty of 

care to the horses to choose 

the best possible home for 

each individual horse. 

Not many, but some of our horses are offered for 

Adopting a horse from HRA. 

Volunteer days.  

HRA holds regular volunteer days (see website for 

dates) , where you can come out and meet the 

horses, give them a good groom and get to know 

them. We also use the opportunity to do a little 

light weeding and clean up some of the manure 

which accumulates in the paddocks. If you come 

along and help you are welcome to take some home 

for your garden! 

People of all ages, the young and not so young, are 

welcome (children must be supervised by their 

parent/guardian). You don’t need to be a “horse  

Volunteer days 

are for everyone –  

Young and old, 

Beginners and die 

hard horse folk, 

So please come 

along and have 

some fun!  
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We love it when people come up with their own ways to raise funds for HRA. We had 

one lovely lady make stickers and sell them—she raised an awesome $800!  We cur-

rently have another lovely lady, Michelle, an equine Bowen practitioner, who is donat-

ing $2 from every treatment to HRA. We recently had a class of high school students 

raise money through a virtual business. Do you have an idea for fundraising at your 

school, workplace, club, scouts hall……? 

Another way to fundraise is through a Crowdraiser. You can create your own Crow-

draiser page on GiveNow as a way for your friends and family to donate towards your 

fun run, cup cake bake off, car washing day, etc. Just choose “Horse Rescue Australia 

Inc. Care for Horses” as the cause, choose a catchy name, upload a photo or two and 

description of what you’re doing. Let everyone know about it and share the link! Have 

fun while helping HRA at the same time! 

Fundraising  ideas. 

person” to participate. Even total beginners are 

welcome to join in as we have more experienced 

people to mentor  newcomers. 

https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser
https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser
https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser
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We have some lovely handmade Christmas 

cards available featuring photos of HRA’s 

horses. Great value at only $3 each or 4 for 

$10! Why not support a cause you hold dear 

this year and help us let others know about the 

work we do with needy equines? ALL proceeds 

go towards the care of the horses.  To order see 

details on page 21. 

THE WARMTH OF A HORSE 

When your day seems out of balance and so many things go wrong … 

When people fight around you and the clock drags on so long … 

When some folks act like children and fill you with remorse … 

Go out into your pasture and wrap your arms around your horse. 

His gentle breath enfolds you as he watches with those eyes … 

He may not have a PhD but oh, he is so wise! 

His head rests on your shoulder, you hug him good and tight … 

He puts your world in balance and makes it seem all right. 

Your tears will soon stop flowing, the tension will be eased … 

The nonsense has been lifted.  You are quiet and at peace. 

So when you need some balance from the stresses in your day ... 

The therapy you really need is out there eating hay! 

Anonymous 
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The above snakes are ALL HIGHLY VENOMOUS BROWN SNAKES (right hand photo courtesy of Mark Eather). As 

you can see they come in many shades of “brown” so unless you’re sure a snake you find is non -venomous don’t assume 

it’s not. Move away; if it’s near your home move your children and pets inside and shut your doors so it cannot enter 

the house. If you live in a suburban area call a reptile handler to remove it from your yard.  REMEMBER baby snakes 

are also venomous. They may only be very thin and quite short but can still kill, so leave them alone.  
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News from the Yard 

All enquiries and appointments Ph: (02) 4588 5200 

Fax: (02) 4578 1458 

24 hour emergency service After hours: 0448 885 200 

clinic@abec.net.au  

www.abec.net.au 

The folks at Oasis (nursery suppliers) have been 

kindly donating fabulous trays of seedlings for our 

Open Day raffles for years now. We thanks them very 

much for their continued support.   

Look out for Oasis potted plants at  your local nursery 

— they’re great quality. 

mailto:equident@bigpond.com.au
http://www.abec.net.au/
mailto:clinic@abec.net.au
http://www.abec.net.au
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Our support-

ers and regu-

lar suppliers 

play an im-

portant role 

in the ongoing 

success of 

HRA. 

They each 

contribute in 

a very real 

way to the re-

habilitation 

of every horse 

that comes 

through our 

gates. 

We thank 

them for their 

support.   

5 Post Office Rd 

Ebenezer NSW 2756 

https://www.facebook.com/SydneyEquestrianSupplies/
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News from the Yard 

One really cool horse sculpture. 

 
 

From the website www.mustangsoflascolinas.com 

 

Robert Glen was given the assignment to create the mustang sculpture in the Williams Square Plaza in Irving, Texas, in the summer 

of 1976.  He was asked to create a band of mustangs crossing a stream of water in the middle of the plaza proportioned so that they 

could be viewed from any direction. 

 

Glen spent a year of research preliminary to starting the actual sculpturing process.  He read books and historical periodicals to fully 

understand the background of these magnificent animals that were brought to the American continents from Spain and which sired 

the original wild horses of Texas and the western United States. 

 

Glen constructed a number of small scale model horses in various positions and movements reflecting the mood and motion of the 

concept that had been given him.  Modelling was done in plasticine, considered an improved material over clay for this type of work, 

to facilitate greater detailing. 

 

Glen used a mixture of fibreglass and resin in which to cast a lightweight yet durable model that would endure the trip from Nairobi 

to England.  The fibreglass maquettes were cleaned and prepared for shipment to England.  Each fibreglass intermediate size ma-

quette was crated and shipped by air from Nairobi to the Morris Singer Foundry at Basingstoke, England, about an hour’s drive 

from central London.  Periodically, Glen flew to England and spent several months at a time in the foundry where the final process 

of creating the 1 1/2 life-size model was begun, using the intermediate size maquette as a scaling and measurement guide. 

 

The Morris Singer Foundry, whose heritage includes the casting of public monuments around the world such as the famed Lions of 

London’s Trafalgar Square, is one of the oldest continuing sculpture foundries in the world.  Founded in 1848 by John Webb 

Singer, utilizing British, French, and Belgian artisans, it was merged in 1927 with the Morris Art Bronze Foundry and in 1973 with 

the Paris sculpture foundry, Susse Fondeure S.A. 

 

The bronze casting process itself was completed on November 10, 1981. The London firm of Evan Cook was engaged to prepare the 

bronze sculptures for shipment to Texas.  They were transported to Heathrow Airport outside London.  Upon arrival at Dallas-Fort 

Worth Airport the cargo of mustangs was unloaded from the plane and brought overland to Las Colinas. 

 

Finally, on September 25, 1984, the sculpture was in place and the plaza was open for the public to inspect and enjoy.  Assembled 

together were the nine bronze mustangs, forming the largest equestrian sculpture in the world.  The centrepiece of the plaza,  the 

Mustangs of Las Colinas, shall be a lasting memorial to the vanguard of the civilization of Texas. 

http://www.mustangsoflascolinas.com
http://stablescoop.horseradionetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/horsefountain.jpg
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MERRY CHRISTMAS from your new committee: 

Horse and property caretaker Anne Bailey 

Secretary Joy Galbally 

Treasurer Jo-Anne McGoldrick 

President Jan Cullen 

Vice President Anne Bailey 

Committee member Angela Doodson 

Committee member Meredith Shipway 



 

Merchandise  
Items available Price Quantity Totals 

HRA white Coffee Mug with brown HRA logo $5.00   $ 

HRA Photo Mug  - specify which horse $10.00   $ 

HRA Cap black with HRA logo $12.50   $ 

HRA Canvas Bag cream and dark with HRA logo $20.00   $ 

HRA Drink Bottle with HRA logo $5.00   Pink 
Blue 

$ 

HRA Pen with HRA logo $5.00   $ 

HRA 4GB USB $10.00   Red 
Blue 

$ 

WHITE HRA POLO SHIRT (Limited sizes XXL – M) $20.00 Size: $ 

  

HRA Ezy-Dry riding shirt with 
HRA logo 

Small $15.00   $ 

Medium $15.00   $ 

Large $15.00   $ 

X-Large $15.00   $ 

  

HRA Children's T-Shirts  featur-
ing a drawing of  horse’s head 

Size 2 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 4 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 6 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 8 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 10 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 12 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 
  

CHRISTMAS Greeting cards $3 each or 4 for $10  $ 

   $ 

  

  

  

Please include $5.00 postage for any card order or $10.00 postage for any parcel. 
 

$ 

  

TOTAL CHQ/MONEY ORDER ATTACHED (do not send cash) $ 

or TOTAL EFT Horse Rescue Australia BSB 062 596 A/C 902687 $ 

    

Name   

Address   

    

    

Please return form to: Horse Rescue Australia 
PO Box 234 
North Richmond  NSW  2754 
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Our address: 

 

PO Box 234 

North Richmond NSW  2754 

Phone: 8250 1442 (answering service 

checked weekly) 

E-mail: 

rescue@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au 

BEQUESTS: 

If you would like to leave a bequest for the horses here are the details for 

your will - 

Name of organization  Horse Rescue Australia Inc. 

Postal address  PO Box 234 North Richmond, NSW 2754 

Street address  220 Crooked Lane, North Richmond, NSW 2754 

Phone number (answering service)  02 8250 1442  

Follow us on 

Facebook 

Advertise your business in this newsletter: 

Full page (23cm x 17.5cm) $85 

1/2 page (11.5cm x 17.5cm) $50 

1/4 page (11.5cm x 8.5cm) $25 

1/8 page (8.5cm x 5.7cm) $17 

NB:  Please send ads as .jpg, .doc(x) or .pdf files 

Editions are published quarterly in Spring, 
Summer, Autumn and Winter. 

Ads required by: 1st August, 1st November, 1st Febru-
ary and 1st May. 

Send copy to:  news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au 

Need to contact us? 

https://www.facebook.com/HorseRescueAustralia/
mailto:news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au

