
 

HORSE RESCUE AUSTRALIA INC.  

We finally received some very welcome rainfall which has filled the dams and tanks. 
 
Dot has been adopted and has gone to a lovely home.  Our newest arrivals,  Archer 
and Flynn, have settled into life at HRA very well.  They have excellent        appetites.  
All horses are doing well except for Maya who has a liver complaint.  She is currently 
on medication and we are hoping that she improves.  Colton recently did some 
groundwork with our trainer, Amanda Wilson.  He was very impressive and has the 
potential to become an event horse for an experienced rider. 
 
We had an unexpected visitor – our Property Manager heard a distressed bleating in 
the main herd paddock and discovered a young goat stuck fast between two concrete 
pipes.  A hand under his butt was all that was required to dislodge him and he took off 
to rejoin his mother and sibling.   
 
Our new shelters have now been erected in the top paddocks which will give the hors-
es a lot more shelter in hot and wet weather. 
 
Our Christmas appeal raised $4,966.17 which has been put towards purchasing the 
new shelters.  We would like to thank everyone who contributed to this appeal. 
 
In closing, we would like to thank all our volunteers, donors, members and supporters 
for their continued help and support. 
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News from the Yard 
This newsletter has been created especially and exclusively for our valued HRA members. We 
hope you enjoy reading it. If you have any feedback, suggestions or contributions please email 
news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au  
Produced quarterly in spring, summer, autumn and winter—contributions deadlines are 1st 
August, 1st November, 1st February and 1st May. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Our AGM was held on 15 December 2019.  The committee for 2020 is as follows: 

President - Jan Cullen 

Vice President - Anne Bailey 

Secretary - Joy Galbally 

Treasurer - Anne Bailey 

General Committee Members: 

Angela Doodson 

Leanne Bennett 

Jacqui Tracey 
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POSITION VACANT 

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR 

(Note – this is a voluntary position) 

We are looking for an Events Co-ordinator to assist the committee in         

organising events such as the gear sale, open day and other events that will be 

held during the year. 

The position may include contacting speakers and stall holders, producing 

flyers, organising rosters, etc., which can be done by email and telephone. 

If you would like more information, please contact  

president@horserescueaustralia.org.au 



 

 

It was going to be a hot Sunday with the temperature expected to climb to   
42°C.  We didn’t think anyone would turn up given the heat so were        

pleasantly surprised when the cars started to roll in.  Paddocks were cleaned 
and Red, Colton, Cruze, Archer and Flynn received lots of attention from our 
volunteers.  Thank you to everyone who braved the heat to lend a hand on the 

day.  Special mention goes to Patrick who reinforced our pergola. 

February Volunteer Day  
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Flynn is a 7 year old thoroughbred 

gelding of about 16 hands. He had a 

brief, rather undistinguished racing 

career. He was left by his owner at a 

property near Vineyard and the own-

er then became uncontactable. The 

property's owner contacted HRA and 

we agreed to take Flynn, along with 

his mate Archer. Flynn is a nice fel-

low, friendly and easy to handle. He 

is putting on weight nicely but still 

has a some improvement to go. 

Flynn is available for sponsorship. 

Archer  is a 20 year old thorough-
bred gelding of about 16.2 hands. 
Archer is a nice big fellow, friendly 
and good to handle. We have been 
told that he was an eventer. Our 
immediate aim is to help him gain 
weight and he's being most co-
operative by eating everything put 
in front of him. Archer is available 
for sponsorship. 
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Colton is a 7 year old Thoroughbred 

gelding with a big white blaze.  He has 

come to us from the drought stricken 

Central West and is a bit underweight 

and has some rain scald.  He is a large 

boy measuring 17hh but seems to have 

a gentle nature.  He will be assessed by 

our trainer shortly after he settles in.  

He is available for adoption and spon-
sorship. 

Pep is a 6 year old Thoroughbred mare about 15hh.  
She has come to us from the drought stricken Cen-
tral West and is a bit underweight and seems a bit 
shy.  She will be assessed by our trainer shortly after 
she settles in.  

She is available for adoption and  sponsorship. 

Cruze (racing name Canary Island) had a success-

ful racing career.  He is 16 years old and about 

16hh.  He is a lovely old fellow who is quite 

friendly.  He will be assessed by our trainer once 

he settles in.  

He is available for  adoption and sponsorship. 

RESIDENT HORSES 



 

RESIDENT HORSES 

Red is a chestnut thoroughbred gelding who is 

approximately 28 years old and about 16hh. He is 
good to handle, easy to float, lead and trim.  Red 
has nerve damage to his hind legs which will never 
be repaired.  He has a funky step when he trots and 
canters but doesn’t 
seem to be suffering 
with any pain.  Red 
was apparently used 
for pleasure riding, 
however, he would 
now only be suitable 
as a companion 
horse. 

 

Bodhi  is a little aged Welsh pony gelding 
who arrived from Kulnura on the Central Coast 
of NSW late 2019. He was left in a paddock by his 
owner, who then 
disappeared. The 
property's owners 
became concerned for 
his welfare and con-
tacted us. 
He's rather shy but is 
slowly warming to 
people and would 
probably make a good 
companion pony.  
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Lexi is a chestnut mare, 15 hh and estimated 

about 12 years old.  She’s a nice mare, kind and 
loving, but can be uncer-
tain at times.  She has 
been progressing with 
handling and training 
and is improving all the 
time.  She now likes to 
be groomed and fussed 
over, especially by her 
admiring sponsors!  She 
is still very nervous in 
confined situations like 
horse floats and would 
need focussed training to 
overcome this issue.  

Astrid is an 20 year old thoroughbred mare, 
about 15.2hh.  She 
raced as a younger 
horse, but wasn't 
quite fast enough.  
Her owner surren-
dered her to HRA.  
Astrid is a nice 
mare, easy to catch 
and handle. In Nov 
2017 Astrid had a 
riding assessment, 
but due to a hip 
problem she is 
being offered for 
adoption as a com-
panion only.  

Eve is in her early teens and about 12hh.  She 

has been going well with 
her training and is get-
ting easier to catch and is 
pretty good to handle 
once caught. Eve is not 
very sure about the sad-
dle stuff so we don’t 
think she was broken in. 
She is quite a nervous 
pony who would need a 
very experienced person 
to work with her with 
patience, but she has 
potential for the right 
person.  

Dot is a 18 year old dark brown Cleveland 

Bay x thoroughbred mare, about 16hh. She has 
been used as a demo horse at UWS Richmond's 
Equine Unit. She is okay to catch, worm 
and farrier. Dot would be best suited 
as a companion.  She 



 

Bella is a 20+ year old brown, appaloosa mare, 

about 14.2hh.  She was used as a demo horse at 
UWS Richmond's Equine Unit. She is much easier 
to catch and handle than when she first arrived and 
is quite a dear old thing.  We suspect she may be 
suffering from Cushings but it is not causing her 
concern at this stage. She would be suitable as a 
companion. 

RESIDENT HORSES 

Chance is a 14 year old, 15hh stock horse 

gelding, who was broken in as a 3 year old but has 
had no work since. We’re told with the right per-
son, he is easy to catch, trim, worm and has great 
feet. He is apparently very wary of men until he gets 
to know them, can spook easily and sometimes 
pulls when tied. His owner did a lot of ground 
work with him, 
using mostly the 
S teve  Brady 

method.  Our 
trainer has 
a s s e s s e d 
Chance as a 
c o m p a n i o n 
only horse.  
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Zal is a lovely BIG 14 year old brown thorough-

bred gelding who went to a local adoptive home for 

about 3 years and returned to HRA in June 

2018.  He suffers from a head tilt due to a previous 

injury so is not ridable but would make a fabulous 

c o m p a n i o n  f o r 

someone’ s  r iding 

horse. He is easy to 

catch and OK to han-

dle, but not super qui-

et and can be a little 

pushy on the ground 

so is not for beginners.  

    

Flick is a 16 year old, 15hh flea bitten grey 

stockhorse mare who was broken in as a 3 year old 
but was only ridden occasionally in a yard for a 
couple of years. She is easy to catch in a small yard 
but in a large paddock is apparently very difficult. 
We’re told she has a lovely nature and will stand 
all day to be brushed & even kids can do all 4 feet. 

Easy to trim & worm 
and has not had a 
rug on in 10yrs. Flick 
has issues with her 
feet when over 

weight.. Our trainer 
has assessed Flick  
as a companion 
only horse.  

Maya is a 9 year old thoroughbred mare who 

did some racing but was unsuccessful in this career.  
She is available for sponsorship. 

 

Daisy is a very spunky little mare who knows 

her own mind.  She was part of a rescue carried 
out by Horse Welfare Inc.  She is available for  
adoption and 
sponsorship. 
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BRANDY UPDATE 

By Meredith Shipway 

I can’t believe it is now 2 years since my beautiful, gorgeous girl adopted her “big brother” (Ulysses) and 

me. Because they are the same colour and breed and about the same size they are officially known as “the 

twins” even by my work colleagues and I must admit that, from a distance when they are rugged and 

wearing flyveils, it can be difficult to tell them apart!! 

They have totally bonded and look out for each other. Brandy always likes to know where her “big broth-

er” is. They enjoy grazing together and even a splash together in the dam in their paddock. I always get a 

lovely      welcoming whinny and a whinny if I am a bit slow with treats! She knows exactly where the 

treats are kept in the car especially the gumnut pellets so there is also a little whinny and her cute nose 

twitches with anticipation when I go to that car door!. 

She does love her food particularly apples, pears and the gumnut pellets and has excellent manners. She 

loves a hug and like her “brother” she is very smart and is very good at organising me.  

I still can’t believe how fortunate I am that she came to be part of my family  
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Ulysses and Brandy Brandy saying hello to HR Richie 
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FAREWELL CHESTER  

*photo—Chester on arrival at HRA 

It was with a heavy heart that we had to farewell dear old 

Chester on 27 December 2019. 

Chester was an aged chestnut gelding about 15 hands.  
He was found wandering the streets and ended up at 
Liverpool pound.  They contacted the RSPCA who tried 
to locate his owner without success.  He was a bit under-
weight when he arrived.  He had a severe case of lamini-
tis but with corrective farrier care he improved.  He was 
moved from North Richmond to an agistment property 
at Freemans Reach as our hilly property was not suitable 
for his feet.  He was very friendly to everyone he met and 
adored his food – in fact, he became very vocal at feed-
ing time.   
 
Rest in peace old friend.  You will be missed. 



 

 

What weight should my horse be? 

Reprinted with the kind permission of the RSPCA 

A healthy horse should not be fat or too thin.  Until you gain experience it can sometimes be 
hard to tell, however, once you learn what to look out for it gets much easier. 

The neck should not be overly ‘cresty’ which means that the top side of the neck should not be 
bulging, lumpy and hard.  Stallions and some breeds of horses such as Andalusians, Friesians 
and similar breeds naturally have a more cresty neck than breeds such as Thoroughbreds and 
Standardbreds (although even these breeds sometimes have individuals with a naturally cresty 
neck). Pony breeds such as Shetlands and Welsh Mountains also have a naturally cresty neck.  It 
is important to know what is normal for a particular horse and what is a build-up of too much 
fatty tissue.  It is also necessary to be aware of what is ‘normal’ for your breed of horse, some 
breeds look bulkier than others.  You need to regularly feel the neck of a cresty horse to make 
sure that it is not becoming too hard/lumpy.  Hard/lumpy means that the horse is storing too 
much fat (in much the same way that some overweight people store fat at the base of the neck). 

You should be able to run your fingers across the sides of a horse and feel the ribs.  Being able to 
see the last couple of ribs (nearer the ‘hips’) is fine also.  If you can see all of the ribs then the 
horse is underweight (sometimes very fit horses such as racehorses and endurance horses have 
little or no fat over the ribs but have good muscle tone in other areas of the body which is fine). 

If a horse is too fat the back will be very flat or there may even be a groove down the middle of 
the back as fat on either side of the backbone becomes raised higher than the spine.  If a horse is 
too thin the spine will stand out and there will be a hollow area along either side of the spine. 

A fat horse may have lumpy fat pads just in front of the hips and the backside of a fat horse will 
usually have a groove in the middle (above the tail) and will have pads of fat on either side of the 
tail head (where the tail meets the body) and down the backs of the buttocks.  The backside of a 
thin horse will be hollow and the tail head will stand out. 

In conclusion horses tend to store fat (that can be seen from the outside of the body) on the top 
side of the neck, on either side of the spine and across the ribs, on the ‘hips’ (i.e. just in front of 
the pelvis), across the top of the rump, around the tail head and down the back of the buttocks.  
A fat horse will usually also have fat around the sheath (in a male) or fat around the udder (in a 
female). 
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What weight should my horse be? (continued) 

It is important to be able to distinguish fat from muscle.  Fat tends to be lumpy, muscle is 
smoother.  A fat horse will tire more quickly than a muscular horse.  A thin horse will not only 
have used up its fat reserves but will often have very little muscle as well (and will also tire quick-
ly).  When a body is starved fat is used up first of all and then muscle is used in order to keep 
the animal alive.  When a horse has reached this stage it needs experienced care in order to re-
cover. 

Being overweight is particularly dangerous for horses because they can develop a condition 
called laminitis and other obesity related disorders.  Laminitis can be fatal for a horse and needs 
expert veterinary care. 

Good horse care involves monitoring your horse’s ‘condition’ so that it does not get too fat or 
too thin.  Horses can vary in terms of where they tend to build up fat so you need to learn about 
what a fat horse and what a thin horse looks like so that you can make informed decisions about 
your horse. 

If you are in any doubt if your horse is in appropriate body condition, discuss this with their vet-
erinarian at their next visit. The vet will be able to make an unbiased assessment and make ap-
propriate dietary recommendations. 



 

 

We love it when people come up with their own ways to raise funds for HRA. We had one lovely lady make stick-

ers and sell them—she raised an awesome $800!  We currently have another lovely lady, Michelle, an equine Bow-

en practitioner, who is donating $2 from every treatment to HRA. We recently had a class of high school students 

raise money through a virtual business. Do you have an idea for fundraising at your school, workplace, club, 

scouts hall……? 

Another way to fundraise is through a Crowdraiser. You can create your own Crowdraiser page on GiveNow as a 

way for your friends and family to donate towards your fun run, cup cake bake off, car washing day, etc. Just 

choose “Horse Rescue Australia Inc. Care for Horses” as the cause, choose a catchy name, upload a photo or two 

and description of what you’re doing. Let everyone know about it and share the link! Have fun while helping 

HRA at the same time! 

Membership entitles you to receive these exclusive, full colour newsletters, whilst helping us with the 
ongoing care of the horses. The steady income provided by membership funds helps to ensure that 
HRA can continue to function. HRA has not increased its membership fees in over 10 years! 
 

• Individual 1 year  $40 
• Individual 2 years $75 
• Individual 3 years $110 
• Individual Lifetime $400 
• Family $60 
• Group membership $100 

 

 

Fundraising Ideas 

Membership 

Sponsorship  

Sponsorship is a great way to help us care for the horses here at HRA.  You don’t have to be a member 
to sponsor the horses and it’s tax deductible. You can select your favourite horse to sponsor and can fol-
low our recommended sponsorship levels or choose your own amount and payment schedule.  

Maintenance sponsorship $25/mth for horses who have been through rehab and just require day to day 
feeding and maintenance. 

Extra care sponsorship $50/mth for horses who are in rehab and need some extra care by way of dietary 
supplements, specialist farriery care or training. 

Special needs sponsorship $75/mth for horses who are in rehab and have special needs such as ongoing 
dental issues, medical problems that require veterinary attention or equine body work/massage.   
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Still great 

value! 

https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser
https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser
https://www.horserescueaustralia.org.au/how-you-can-help/membership/
https://www.horserescueaustralia.org.au/how-you-can-help/sponsorship/
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Amazing Tree Trunk Sculpture  

Incredible artwork by Reiner Dietrich, who carves things out of tree trunks using only a chainsaw. 

(Credit: https: http://twitter.com/GentleHooves) 
 

https://twitter.com/GentleHooves?fbclid=IwAR2BjLFBNtYytwfsiQpspJlda4s7_4kQ3bnu5_zrlakCVZl5lu5LUbZOqNk


 

Horses in World War 1: Facts and Information 
From Primary Facts 

Here are some facts about how horses were used in WW1. 

• At the start of World War 1 horses were mainly used in cavalry units. However, as the war 

progressed, it became clear that horses were incredibly vulnerable to machine guns and artil-

lery fire.  The days of the cavalry charge were over! 

• On the Western Front, cavalry forces weren’t used extensively for very long after the fighting 

started, but they were used for longer on the Eastern Front. 

• The armies of the Ottoman Empire included cavalry throughout the war, as did the British 

Army, particularly in the Middle East. 

• Horses were more commonly used for logistical support – they were able to move well 

through mud and rough ground to carry messages, pull supply wagons, and move medical 

staff and the wounded and artillery. 

• As the war went on, horses became more and more difficult to replace. Their value, from a 

purely economic and strategic stand point, outweighed the value of a soldier. 

• The conditions faced by the horses used in World War 1 were very harsh.  Many died of star-

vation, disease and exhaustion and many others died as a result of artillery fire.  

• In order to satisfy the need for horses, Britain purchased horses from Australia, Argentina, 

the US and Canada.  They were also bought from British citizens. 

• In one day during the Battle of Verdun more than 7,000 horses were killed. 

• Over 1 million horses and mules were used by the British Army during World War 1. 

• More than 400,000 of them were killed. 

• At the end of the war, many horses were put down because they were ill or too old.  Many 

healthy horses were sold to slaughterhouses or to the local population. 
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Horses in World War 1: Facts and Information (continued) 
 

• Due to quarantine restrictions, horses shipped from Australia during the war couldn’t be re-

turned.  Of the 130,000 horses, only 1, a horse called Sandy, returned. 

• After World War 1, the use of horses in war became less widespread.  Tanks replaced cavalry.  

 

Due to the fact that the horses and ponies we take in have been abused, abandoned or neglected, most 
have some degree of trauma associated with their past experiences. For that reason we are extra careful to 
match just the right horse with just the right person. We have a duty of care to the horses to choose the 
best possible home for each individual horse. 

Not many, but some of our horses are offered for adoption as riding horses and then we must also match 
the level of riding experience required for that horse, with the level of experience of the prospective 
adopter. 

If you are interested in adopting please come to one of our volunteer days and meet the horses first hand. 
That way you can not only get a feel for their different natures, but also discuss your  situation with our 
adoption coordinator and horse caretaker, Anne Bailey.  

Adopting a horse from HRA. 
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Devoted Trainer Helps Horse Overcome 3 Broken Legs and the Loss 

of His Sight 
(Reprinted with the kind permission of iHeartHorses.com) 

 

There is no doubt this is a special horse, but he also had a special trainer.  

Danish dressage trainer Bent Branderup met Hugin, a two-year-old Knab-

strupper stallion, in 1988. 

It was love at first sight. 
In 1991, Hugin was named Premium Champion Stallion of the Year in Den-
mark. 
Then the unthinkable happened.  Hugin was injured in a breeding accident 
– he fractured both rear femurs and suffered a front splint bone. 
The veterinarian recommended immediate euthanasia.  Branderup said no.  
Instead, he worked for years on healing the stallion’s legs, slowly re-
introducing dressage to stretch and strengthen them. 
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Devoted Trainer Helps Horse Overcome…... (continued) 
 
But there were more challenges ahead.  In 1996, Hugin went blind in both 
eyes.  Again, Branderup did not give up on this faithful mount.  Instead, he 
rebuilt Hugin’s trust in a world he could no longer see, through dressage. 
In 2013, Hugin couldn’t stand on three legs for a long time, so they found a 
creative way to trim his hooves.  This is true dedication on the part of the 
owner and farrier.  
You can feel the love this amazing trainer has for his horse. 
After a long and loved life, Hugin passed away.  At the Summer Academy 
2015, Branderup revealed the lovely tribute he had made for this amazing 
stallion. 
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All enquiries and appointments Ph: (02) 4588 5200 

Fax: (02) 4578 1458 

24 hour emergency service After hours: 0448 885 200 

clinic@abec.net.au  

www.abec.net.au 

The folks at Oasis (nursery suppliers) have been kind-

ly donating fabulous trays of seedlings for our Open 

Day raffles for years now. We thanks them very much 

for their continued support.   

Look out for Oasis potted plants at  your local nursery 

— they’re great quality. 

mailto:equident@bigpond.com.au
http://www.abec.net.au/
mailto:clinic@abec.net.au
http://www.abec.net.au
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Our support-

ers and regu-

lar suppliers 

play an im-

portant role 

in the ongoing 

success of 

HRA. 

They each 

contribute in 

a very real 

way to the re-

habilitation 

of every horse 

that comes 

through our 

gates. 

We thank 

them for their 

support.   

5 Post Office Rd 

Ebenezer NSW 2756 

https://www.facebook.com/SydneyEquestrianSupplies/


 

Merchandise  
Items available Price Quantity Totals 

HRA white Coffee Mug with brown HRA logo $5.00   $ 

HRA Photo Mug  - specify which horse $10.00   $ 

HRA Cap black with HRA logo $12.50   $ 

HRA Canvas Bag cream and dark with HRA logo $20.00   $ 

HRA Drink Bottle with HRA logo $5.00   Pink 
Blue 

$ 

HRA Pen with HRA logo $5.00   $ 

HRA 4GB USB $10.00   Red 
Blue 

$ 

WHITE HRA POLO SHIRT (Limited sizes XXL – M) $20.00 Size: $ 

  

HRA Ezy-Dry riding shirt with 
HRA logo 

Small $15.00   $ 

Medium $15.00   $ 

Large $15.00   $ 

X-Large $15.00   $ 

  

HRA Children's T-Shirts  featur-
ing a drawing of  horse’s head 

Size 2 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 4 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 6 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 8 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 10 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 

Size 12 $12.00 Pink / Blue   $ 
  

CHRISTMAS Greeting cards $3 each or 4 for $10  $ 

   $ 

  

  

  

Please include $5.00 postage for any card order or $10.00 postage for any parcel. 
 

$ 

  

TOTAL CHQ/MONEY ORDER ATTACHED (do not send cash) $ 

or TOTAL EFT Horse Rescue Australia BSB 062 596 A/C 902687 $ 

    

Name   

Address   

    

    

Please return form to: Horse Rescue Australia 
PO Box 234 
North Richmond  NSW  2754 
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BEQUESTS: 

If you would like to leave a bequest for the horses here are the details for 

your will - 

Name of organization  Horse Rescue Australia Inc. 

Postal address  PO Box 234 North Richmond, NSW 2754 

Street address  220 Crooked Lane, North Richmond, NSW 2754 

Phone number (answering service)  02 8250 1442  

Follow us on 

Facebook 

Advertise your business in this newsletter: 

Full page (23cm x 17.5cm) $85 

1/2 page (11.5cm x 17.5cm) $50 

1/4 page (11.5cm x 8.5cm) $25 

1/8 page (8.5cm x 5.7cm) $17 

NB:  Please send ads as .jpg, .doc(x) or .pdf files 

Editions are published quarterly in Spring, 
Summer, Autumn and Winter. 

Ads required by: 1st August, 1st November, 1st Febru-
ary and 1st May. 

Send copy to:  news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au 

Need to contact us? 

HRA Committee: members 

President—Jan Cullen 

Vice President - Anne Bailey 

Secretary—Joy Galbally 

Treasurer - Anne Bailey 

Horse and Property Manager - Anne Bailey 

Angela Doodson 

Leanne Bennett 

Jacqui Tracey 

Our address: 

 

PO Box 234 

North Richmond NSW  2754 

Phone: 8250 1442 (answering service 

checked weekly) 

E-mail: 

rescue@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HorseRescueAustralia/
mailto:news@HorseRescueAustralia.org.au

